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years has ended up in the oceans. They 
can only absorb so much, and then it 
begins to affect us directly. 

‘‘A comprehensive review of key cli-
mate indicators confirms the world is 
warming and the past decade was the 
warmest on record,’’ the annual state 
of the climate report declares. 

The amount of increase each dec-
ade—about a fifth of a degree Fahr-
enheit—may seem small. . . . but the 
temperature increase of about 1 degree 
Fahrenheit experienced during the past 
50 years has already altered the planet, 
the report said. Glaciers and sea ice are 
melting, heavy rainfall is intensifying, 
and heat waves are becoming more 
common and more intense. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
these two articles printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Wall Street Journal, July 29, 2010] 

STUDY SAYS PLANET WARMED IN 2000S 
(By Gautam Naik) 

A new assessment concludes that the 
Earth has been getting warmer over the past 
50 years and the past decade was the warm-
est on record. 

The State of the Climate 2009 report, pub-
lished Wednesday as a special supplement to 
the Bulletin of the American Meteorological 
Society, was compiled by 300 scientists from 
48 countries and drew on measures of 10 cru-
cial climate indicators. 

Seven of the indicators were rising, includ-
ing air temperature over land, sea-surface 
temperature, sea level, ocean heat and hu-
midity. Three indicators were declining, in-
cluding Arctic sea ice, glaciers and spring 
snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere. 
‘‘Each indicator is changing as we’d expect 
in a warming world,’’ said Peter Thorne, sen-
ior researcher at the Cooperative Institute 
for Climate and Satellites, a research con-
sortium based in College Park, Md., who was 
involved in compiling the report. 

The report’s conclusions broadly match 
those of the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change, a United Nations body, which 
published its last set of findings in 2007. The 
IPCC report contained some errors, which 
further stoked the debate about the exist-
ence, causes and effects of global warming. 

The new report incorporates data from the 
past few years that weren’t included in the 
last IPCC assessment. While the IPCC report 
concluded that evidence for human-caused 
global warming was ‘‘unequivocal’’ and was 
linked to emissions of greenhouse gases, the 
latest report didn’t seek to address the issue. 

The report ‘‘doesn’t try to make the link’’ 
between climate change and what might be 
causing it, said Tom Karl, an official at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration involved in the new assessment. 

The report said that ‘‘Global average sur-
face and lower-troposphere temperatures 
during the last three decades have been pro-
gressively warmer than all earlier decades, 
and the 2000s (2000–09) was the warmest dec-
ade in the instrumental record.’’ The tropo-
sphere is the lowest layer of the atmosphere. 

The scientists reported that they were sur-
prised to find Greenland’s glaciers were los-
ing ice at an accelerating rate. They also 
concluded that 90 percent of the additional 
warmth over the past 50 years has ended up 
in the oceans. Most of it accumulated in 
near-surface layers, home to phytoplankton, 
tiny plants crucial to virtually all life in the 
sea. 

A new study has found that rising sea tem-
perature may have had a harmful effect on 

global concentrations of phytoplankton over 
the past century. 

[From the Boston Globe, July 29, 2010] 
SCIENTISTS SAY PLANET CONTINUES TO WARM 

(By Associated Press) 
WASHINGTON—Scientists from around the 

world are providing more evidence of global 
warming, one day after President Obama re-
newed his call for climate legislation. 

‘‘A comprehensive review of key climate 
indicators confirms the world is warming 
and the past decade was the warmest on 
record,’’ the annual State of the Climate re-
port declares. 

Compiled by more than 300 scientists from 
48 countries, the report said its analysis of 10 
indicators that are ‘‘clearly and directly re-
lated to surface temperatures, all tell the 
same story: Global warming is undeniable.’’ 

Concern has been growing in recent years 
as atmospheric scientists report rising tem-
peratures associated with greenhouse gases 
released into the air by industrial and other 
human processes. At the same time, some 
skeptics have questioned the conclusions. 
The new report, the 20th in a series, focuses 
only on global warming and does not specify 
a cause. 

‘‘The evidence in this report would say ‘un-
equivocally, yes, there is no doubt’ ’’ that the 
Earth is warming, said Tom Karl, the transi-
tional director of the new climate service of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

The new report said continued warming is 
a growing threat. 

‘‘The amount of increase each decade— 
about a fifth of a degree Fahrenheit—may 
seem small. . . . But the temperature in-
crease of about 1 degree Fahrenheit experi-
enced during the past 50 years has already 
altered the planet,’’ the report said. ‘‘Gla-
ciers and sea ice are melting, heavy rainfall 
is intensifying, and heat waves are becoming 
more common and more intense.’’ 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I will conclude 
by saying it is obviously not going to 
be easy to address real climate legisla-
tion, real clean energy jobs legislation 
here in this body. The big special inter-
ests have their way here far too often. 
They have spent years salting the 
fields of public opinion with their prop-
aganda. Their power in this Chamber is 
immense. We may not have the luxury 
of waiting to take this on until it is 
easy. We may have to take this on 
while it is hard, while it is a fight 
against the entrenched interests, while 
it is a fight against the big polluters, 
while it is a fight against the propa-
ganda and dissimulation and deceit and 
delay that are their stock-in-trade on 
this issue. But the one thing I think 
that can reassure us is that the public 
is with us, that the facts honestly 
looked at are clear, that the stakes by 
any standard are high, and that his-
tory’s judgment of our failure will be a 
stern one. 

I hope we can pull ourselves together 
to take on this issue so that the Rhode 
Islanders who communicate to me so 
often about this and the people from 
across this country who see clearly, 
without the fog of special interest 
money and influence, what is hap-
pening to our country and our world, 
that their voices are heard more than 
the big money and the big special in-
terests. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

f 

FIGHTING FOR OUR CHILDREN 
Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise 

tonight to speak about a topic we 
speak to on a regular basis, but, frank-
ly, we don’t speak about it enough in 
terms of the priority we should place 
upon it. That, of course, is the issue 
and the priority we place upon the chil-
dren of America. We talk, as we often 
do in Washington, about how impor-
tant our children are, but we don’t 
speak about or act in a concerted effort 
to address some of the most urgent 
needs of our children, especially in a 
time of recession. 

Fortunately, we are recovering. We 
have a very high unemployment rate. 
We have 15 million Americans out of 
work. In my home State of Pennsyl-
vania, there are more than 591,000 peo-
ple out of work. But we are recovering. 
Within a recession, in a time of horrific 
nightmare, really, for a lot of families, 
the ones who pay the price in a very se-
vere and substantial way are the chil-
dren of America. We speak tonight 
about how they are getting through 
this recession, how we get them 
through the shadows of this recession 
so that we can do everything we can to 
make sure they are healthy, safe, and 
ready to learn. 

I believe—and I think this is true of 
most Americans—that every child born 
in America is born with a light inside 
them. For some children, because of 
their circumstances—their family 
background or other advantages they 
have—that light inside them is bound-
less, blinding. You can’t even see the 
reach of it. They have all of the gifts 
and all of the ability anyone would 
want, all of the advantages anyone 
would want. For other children, that 
light is more limited, more cir-
cumscribed. It is limited through no 
fault of their own, through no fault of 
that child. When that is the case, as is 
the case for many American children, 
it is the duty of every public official— 
every Federal official, every State offi-
cial, every county and local official—to 
use every opportunity they have—and 
some have more opportunity and more 
power to impact our children than oth-
ers, but whatever opportunity you have 
as a public official, you have an obliga-
tion to do everything you can to help 
children along the way. Whether you 
are in office for 1 year or 1 month or 10 
years or 20 years or longer, every pub-
lic official has an abiding obligation— 
I think it is actually a sacred duty—to 
do everything possible to ensure that 
the light inside every child burns as 
brightly as the reach of its potential. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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I think there are at least four areas 

where every child in America should 
have the opportunity to have the full 
measure of our attention and our ac-
tion. Certainly, health care—I will talk 
a little bit about health care tonight— 
and, obviously, nutrition, and pre-
venting hunger is a huge priority; 
third, early learning, which I will 
speak of tonight as well; fourth, just 
basic safety. 

If every child has at least those four, 
no matter what their circumstances, 
they will have a much better chance of 
succeeding and contributing to our 
economy than they would without our 
help. We can’t do everything, but 
America can do a lot more than it is 
doing now as it relates to our children. 
As it confronts us as a challenge—what 
happens to our children—there are at 
least two sets of updates. One is the 
bad news—the numbers we see right 
now in the midst of a recession. The 
other side of the ledger is some good 
news, in terms of actions that have 
been taken and strategies that are in 
place to help our kids. 

First of all, the bad news. Child pov-
erty is on the rise, in large measure be-
cause of the recession. We know that a 
new study about the foundation of 
child development, released in June of 
this year, found that the poverty rate 
among children is 21 percent, up from 
17 percent from before the recession in 
2006. In just 3 years, going from a 17- 
percent child poverty rate to 21 per-
cent—a stunning and disturbing in-
crease in child poverty. This means 15.6 
million children will be living in pov-
erty in 2010. I come from a State where 
the population is roughly 12.4 million. 
That means this child poverty rate in 
America is bigger than the population 
of Pennsylvania, bigger than the popu-
lation of New Jersey or Massachusetts. 
You could go on and on and add a State 
to that list. Very few States have dou-
ble figure millions in terms of popu-
lation. Yet we have a double figure mil-
lion number for child poverty—15.6 mil-
lion children. 

That rate places the United States 
among the highest of its peer nations— 
the highest in the United States in 20 
years. For those who say we don’t need 
to keep going to get this recovery in 
full bloom and to have our economy 
fully recover, I would cite the child 
poverty rate as one example or one 
piece of evidence that tells us we have 
to keep going and recovering, and we 
have to keep pushing the economy out 
of the ditch so our poverty rate among 
children can come down. Half these 
children will be living in ‘‘extreme pov-
erty,’’ defined as below 50 percent of 
the poverty line. 

The recession is not some remote set 
of numbers on child poverty or unem-
ployment or any of the other numbers 
we use to measure or describe the re-
cession. There are some better ways to 
talk about it. Dr. Mariana Chilton, a 
professor at Drexel University in Phila-
delphia, PA—someone who I know to 
be a leader on child hunger issues and 

a real advocate and expert and pas-
sionate advocate for children—has said, 
among many things she has written 
and has said about our kids: 

As to the children, the recession is in their 
bodies and in their brains. 

Meaning, of course, that a bad econ-
omy has an impact on poor children 
that is physical in nature. It is not just 
some condition that is remote; it phys-
ically injures a poor child more than a 
child who is not poor. That is what the 
recession means to a child. Unfortu-
nately, that is not the end of it. Even 
while the recession is injuring children 
physically, it is also limiting their po-
tential, their brain development, 
which, of course, stays with them for 
the rest of their lives. So it is indeed a 
recession that injures them physically, 
their bodies, but also has an adverse 
impact on their brains, which stays 
with them forever. 

Recent studies indicate child poverty 
can have these lingering effects. The 
Urban Institute found that 49 percent 
of children born into poverty go on to 
spend at least half their childhood in 
poverty. Children raised in poverty 
have worse outcomes than their coun-
terparts in higher income families. 
Some of this is self-evident, I know. 
Some of it seems like the same anal-
ysis we have been hearing for years. 
But just imagine that. If you are born 
into poverty, chances are very high 
that you will spend at least half your 
childhood in poverty. The effects of 
that, the lingering, substantial effects 
of that will stay with you for the rest 
of your life. 

The recession, for a lot of people, 
isn’t just a set of numbers, it is a set of 
misery indicators, and a set of dis-
turbing outcomes that will adversely 
impact our children for years and dec-
ades, unfortunately. That is some of 
the bad news as it relates to our chil-
dren—poverty, lingering effect of the 
recession and a harmful and disturbing 
impact of the recession on our kids. 

Is there any good news? Well, there is 
some. It doesn’t balance completely 
the set of bad news as a set of adverse 
indicators. But one piece of legislative 
good news, as it relates to our kids, is 
the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act, which was passed what 
seems like a long time ago, in the early 
part of 2009. Throughout the recession, 
the Recovery Act has had a positive 
impact in a number of ways. Let me, 
just by way of background, walk 
through a couple data points. 

According to a June of 2010 report by 
First Focus, one of our great advocacy 
groups in America for our children, we 
spend less than a dime out of $1 on 
children in any given Federal budget 
year. That is our Federal budget year 
after year. When you overlay what we 
spend on our kids, it is less than a dime 
out of $1. That is not something any of 
us should be proud about or satisfied 
with. We have to do a lot better than a 
dime out of $1 for our kids—or a lot 
better than less than a dime out of $1 
for our kids. The Recovery Act, 

though, was more than twice as large 
as the children’s share of the Federal 
budget. So spending on children was 
substituting for adding to what States 
were not or could not spend for chil-
dren in the midst of the recession. 

I wanted to go through the Recovery 
Act and highlight things as it relates 
to children and the impact on our fami-
lies. I wish to mention quickly some 
other pieces of good news, which we 
will develop later. One is the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, which, we 
know, was reauthorized in 2009. When 
the reauthorization is fully imple-
mented, in a matter of 2 or 3 years 
now, we will have 14 million children 
covered by the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program—a substantial achieve-
ment, no doubt. We would not be cov-
ering 14 million children with health 
care without that program. It was en-
acted when President Clinton was in 
office, enacted with bipartisan support. 
It hasn’t always gotten bipartisan sup-
port from our colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle, but on most days we 
have had a lot of support in both par-
ties. Unfortunately, we have had to 
fight through Presidential vetoes in 
the last administration to get it reau-
thorized. 

That is a piece of good news. 
The Affordable Care Act—the health 

care bill—we tend to forget the positive 
impact that will have on children by 
making sure children’s health insur-
ance is protected, that we didn’t go the 
way of, frankly, some people in both 
parties who wanted us to take a stand- 
alone, successful program, such as chil-
dren’s health insurance, and put it in 
the exchange. We didn’t do that. It 
would have been a mistake, in my judg-
ment, to put it in the exchange. That 
was good news. We didn’t do that. 

Even the expansion and improve-
ments we made relating to Medicaid 
coverage of even adults obviously has 
an impact on children because a 
healthy adult will mean that our chil-
dren are in better shape, in most in-
stances. 

The Child Nutrition Act I will men-
tion briefly. Each of us in this Chamber 
gave a speech on how important it is to 
reauthorize the Child Nutrition Act. I 
and others will speak about this later 
in the week. That is a substantial piece 
of good news, if we can get it through 
the Senate and get it enacted, to ex-
tend the great protections of that leg-
islation to our children. 

Let me go back to the Recovery Act. 
Here are some basic facts that are im-
portant. The Recovery Act has created 
or saved 3.5 million jobs, based upon an 
analysis by the Council of Economic 
Advisers. The act will meet the goal of 
creating or saving at least 3.5 million 
jobs. The jobs created will be in a range 
of industries, from clean energy to 
health care, with over 90 percent in the 
private sector. When we have that 
much of a positive development as it 
relates to jobs, that has a tremendous 
impact on our children. Job creation 
and economic recovery has a direct and 
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significant impact on our kids. So the 
job creation number is very important 
for our kids. 

Second, nearly 40 percent of the Re-
covery Act provides direct relief to 
working and middle-class families. The 
act includes about $230 billion in tax 
cuts for families, including a Making 
Work Pay tax credit for 95 percent of 
workers and their families. Obviously, 
when you provide that kind of a tax 
break for a middle-income family, that 
has a positive impact on children. 

The vast majority of the remainder 
of the act is provided in State fiscal re-
lief and investments that also benefit 
working families. For instance, the Re-
covery Act provided direct support to 
children and families in the form of tax 
credits and increased Federal payments 
for a variety of programs, such as the 
Child Care Development Block Grant 
Program, which we all know by one of 
the many acronyms we use here, 
CCDBG, and Head Start. 

The Recovery Act, I argue—and I 
think the proof is irrefutable—has posi-
tively impacted children in creating 
millions of jobs; it positively impacted 
children as it relates to tax cuts for 
middle-income families; and, thirdly, 
in a direct way when it comes to child 
care and Head Start. There was tre-
mendous support for both of those in 
the Recovery Act. 

To give an example of what this 
means to real people in States such as 
Pennsylvania, people can now access 
programs to help families through this 
very difficult economic time. Families 
who have participated in Pennsylva-
nia’s Child Care Works program have 
benefited from Federal funding. I have 
one example of a single mother of two, 
Sarah Obringer, who is from Churchill, 
PA, Allegheny County. She was receiv-
ing assistance for her son to attend a 
quality child care setting while she was 
working. When her second child, a 
daughter, came along, there were no 
funds available, and her daughter was 
placed on the waiting list. So in this 
instance, you have one child in a qual-
ity setting and then another child, 
Sarah’s daughter, was in another loca-
tion. She had to drive to two separate 
locations in order to get her children 
the care she wanted for them. This was 
difficult because of the cost of gas, and 
she was unhappy her daughter’s pro-
vider was not a high-quality provider 
such as her son’s was. She was just 
hanging on, when she was told there 
was assistance available to place her 
daughter in the same program her son 
was in because of Recovery Act fund-
ing. Sarah said the following: 

It truly is a relief to have both of them in 
the same safe, quality center. As a mom, it 
gives me piece of mind to be able to go off to 
work knowing my children are well cared for 
at the same place until I can pick them up 
together at the end of the day. It is easier on 
them because they are together, and it is 
easier on me. 

So that is an example of where the 
Recovery Act for one mother and one 
family has had a positive impact, be-

cause of direct support that helps a 
State childcare program—in this case 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The Recovery Act funding for States 
to sustain and expand their Head Start 
in Early Head Start programs has also 
made a difference. Head Start, as many 
here know, is a national program that 
promotes school readiness for low-in-
come children, financing their social, 
cognitive, and academic skills and 
finding nutritional and health services 
for children who need them. Early 
Head Start begins with prenatal serv-
ices for pregnant women and continues 
working with the family until children 
are eligible for Head Start, usually at 
the age of 3. 

Here is an example from Pennsyl-
vania. Annette Jones’ grandson attends 
an Early Head Start program—the 
Keystone Babies classroom. That is at 
the Franklin Child Development Cen-
ter. Annette writes: 

This program has been a true blessing to 
our whole family. Landon is learning so 
much. He interacts with other children and 
learns how to get along, through different 
activities and experiences. Landon’s class-
room offers so much more than traditional 
‘‘baby-sitting.’’ Landon has grown so much. 
The teachers in the classroom are loving and 
kind. They know what each child needs. He 
has been referred to early intervention serv-
ices, based on information gathered by his 
teachers. These services will provide extra 
support for Landon to be successful. I am 
very thankful for the Keystone Babies class-
room, and I ask for continued funding and 
support for this much needed program. 

So there is another example—in this 
case Annette Jones and her grandson 
Landon—of how one family is benefit-
ting from not just Head Start itself and 
not just Early Head Start as a program 
but because of the increases to both 
programs in the Recovery Act. 

As I mentioned before, health care 
reform itself has been very helpful for 
our kids. As I mentioned before, when 
we are providing access to health care 
to more than 30 million Americans— 
many of them women and many of 
them of childbearing age—you don’t 
have to be a public policy expert or 
even a health care or child develop-
ment expert to know that will have a 
substantial disproportionately positive 
impact on children. 

I mentioned the Children’s Health In-
surance Program before and how the 
reauthorization of that—really the ex-
tension of that—will have a tremen-
dous impact on our kids. We know in-
surers will also be prohibited under the 
new health care law from discrimi-
nating against children with pre-
existing conditions. That protection 
will go into effect for the first time in 
American history in September of this 
year. 

For those who have talked about re-
pealing the act, well, if you repeal the 
act, you are repealing that protection 
for our kids. So I think if you are advo-
cating that, you should think a little 
bit longer, talk to your constituents 
about whether they want protection 
for children with preexisting condi-

tions to go into effect and then to be 
repealed. I don’t think there are many 
people in America who support that— 
Democrat, Republican, or Independent. 

The Affordable Care Act will also in-
clude funding for evidence-based home 
visitation programs that provide new 
moms with the resources they need to 
raise healthy children and provide a 
stable home environment. We know 
President Obama has been a real leader 
when it comes to promoting not just 
the value of protecting our kids but 
also increasing Federal investment in 
this area. He has asked for investments 
in our kids that far surpass anything in 
recent history. 

I was also gratified, as so many were 
last week, when the Appropriations 
Committee reported out a Labor, 
Health and Education bill that for fis-
cal year 2011 includes an increase of $1 
billion for that program. I mentioned 
before the child care and development 
block grant; an increase of nearly $1 
billion for Head Start—the program I 
mentioned before as well. 

So getting those kinds of billion-dol-
lar or so increases for Head Start and 
child care development block grants is 
critically important. And $300 million 
has been asked for by the administra-
tion for the Early Learning Challenge 
Fund, which is a program that would 
help provide competitive grants to 
States to raise the bar for early child-
hood programs. It will encourage 
States to coordinate quality improve-
ment activities across early learning 
stages, including childcare, Head Start, 
and prekindergarten programs. It will 
expand the number of low-income kids 
at high-quality programs and ensure 
that more kids enter kindergarten 
ready to learn and ready to succeed. 
States such as Pennsylvania, which 
have very good systems in place, will 
be rewarded for those initiatives over 
time. 

When I speak about the appropria-
tions bill, I want to note the great 
leadership of Senator TOM HARKIN and 
his work as an appropriator and for his 
constant effort to help our kids. I know 
when we talk about these invest-
ments—as I mentioned at the begin-
ning of my remarks tonight—there is a 
belief that I and many people in both 
parties have that we have an obligation 
to do everything we can to make sure 
the bright light inside every child 
reaches the full measure of its poten-
tial. So even if a child has limitations, 
even if a child is born with a disadvan-
tage, even if a child comes from a fam-
ily who can’t provide the kind of early 
learning or early care and education 
opportunities we would expect and 
hope every child could have, that col-
lectively and in concert we have the 
systems in place, both public sector 
and private sector, to make sure the 
light inside every child, no matter 
where they live in America, is given 
the full measure of support and serv-
ices that we can. 

I believe it is a sacred duty, not just 
a set of programs that we support. It is 
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critically important that the light in-
side every child reaches the full meas-
ure of its potential. I can’t say we are 
there yet. I can’t say we are there yet 
on early learning. We are making 
progress. I can’t say we are there yet in 
terms of combating hunger and pro-
viding good nutrition, but we are mak-
ing progress. I can’t say that even on 
health care—even with all the great ad-
vancements on the Affordable Care Act 
for the country at large or the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. Even 
when we have full implementation, for 
example, of children’s health insur-
ance, there may be millions of children 
still without health care coverage. 

I guess, finally, it would be safety. If 
there is a fourth area, it would be 
whether we are protecting our children 
from abuse and neglect. We have a long 
way to go there as well. 

So it is important for us to point out 
the bad news, the challenges, the dif-
ficulties, and the nightmares, but it is 
also important to remind ourselves 
when we are making progress on early 
care and education and a whole range 
of issues that relate to children. 

I have to say we have had a number 
of leaders over many years in the Sen-
ate from both parties, but there are 
very few who have contributed in the 
way the chairman of our Banking Com-
mittee has—someone I have served 
with both on that committee as well as 
one of the leaders on our Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions Committee. 
I commend Senator DODD, who is here 
on the Senate floor tonight with us, for 
his work for three decades in standing 
up for children in good times, when the 
economy was booming, and in bad 
times, as we are living through now 
when the unemployment rate is high 
and the recession is crippling the abil-
ity of families to provide for their kids 
and difficult times for State govern-
ments to provide for our kids. 

No matter whether it is a good econ-
omy or a bad economy, Senator DODD 
has been fighting these battles year 
after year—literally, now, decade after 
decade. We are going to miss his voice, 
his leadership, his passion, and his ef-
fectiveness in getting legislation 
passed. But as I have noted for the pub-
lic record and have told him person-
ally, we will need him to come back 
and help us once in a while, even when 
he is not an incumbent Member of the 
Senate. We are grateful for his leader-
ship. We take inspiration from that 
leadership, and I know his inspiration 
and his guidance will help us keep that 
bright light inside every child. 

Mr. President, with that, I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MERKLEY). The Senator from Con-
necticut. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I came to 
the Senate floor to express some com-
ments on a different subject matter, 
but I would be remiss if I didn’t express 
my gratitude to my friend for those 
very generous comments about our 
work on behalf of one out of four Amer-

icans who are under the age of 18—our 
children. 

As I have said to my friend from 
Pennsylvania, a relatively new Member 
of this body, although I will no longer 
be a Member come next January, after 
three decades—30 years—in the Senate, 
I take great comfort in knowing that 
he and the Senator from Oregon, the 
Presiding Officer, who is also a member 
of this committee, have expressed such 
tremendous interest in this subject 
matter since the very first days they 
arrived in the Senate. 

Like anyone else, I watched a num-
ber of people who were leaving as I was 
coming in three decades ago; people 
such as Hubert Humphrey, George 
McGovern, Bob Dole, Fritz Mondale— 
Vice President but also a Member of 
this body—and of course Ted Kennedy 
during our years together here, do tre-
mendous work over the years on behalf 
of children and working families in our 
country. So I take a great deal of com-
fort in knowing that as I walk out of 
this Chamber there are people such as 
JEFF MERKLEY and BOB CASEY who are 
going to continue this effort on behalf 
of those one in four Americans who 
don’t vote, who don’t have lobbyists, 
who don’t make campaign contribu-
tions, and who don’t have any of the 
traditional trappings that constitu-
encies have to bring their case before 
the Congress of the United States. 
America’s children will continue to 
have champions who are going to insist 
that children be at the forefront in the 
debates about resources and how we 
can provide for their needs. 

So I thank the Senator immensely 
for his work on this subject matter and 
look forward to watching with a great 
deal of pride as he continues those ef-
forts. Just know that the Senator will 
have a cheerleader outside who will be 
doing everything he can to encourage 
his efforts. So I thank him very much 
for his comments. 

f 

PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYER- 
EMPLOYEE COOPERATION ACT 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I am deep-
ly concerned because this is a matter 
that, unlike an awful lot of the subject 
matters that we bring up and engage 
in, has bipartisan support in this 
Chamber; that is, the ability of our 
first responders to be able to collec-
tively bargain in the workplace. These 
are our firefighters, our police officers, 
and our emergency personnel. 

This is a bill that was championed by 
Senator Kennedy before he left us—a 
bill that has been introduced by our 
good friend and colleague from New 
Hampshire, JUDD GREGG, along with 
five other the Republican Members of 
this Chamber, along with many Demo-
crats. In fact, it goes back over a dec-
ade, this issue of seeing to it that 
these, the most celebrated, the most 
highly endorsed and supported of pub-
lic employees, would have the right to 
collectively bargain. 

This is not something guaranteed in 
all States. Many States do it, but 

many do not. So I am terribly dis-
appointed that once again, just days 
away from the adjournment of this 
Congress, these individuals who con-
sistently enjoy the outspoken praise of 
public officials for their work, when it 
comes down to actually doing some-
thing on their behalf we find the Con-
gress missing the opportunity to step 
up. 

I hope I am wrong about this. We 
have a lot of issues to grapple with in 
the coming days, I know. But my hope 
is that the Public Safety Employer- 
Employee Cooperation Act will be an 
item we can pass before the adjourn-
ment of this Congress. As I mentioned, 
Mr. President, this is a bipartisan 
measure that would guarantee our Na-
tion’s firefighters, our law enforcement 
officers, and our emergency medical 
personnel the right to bargain collec-
tively with their employers. 

Again, I thank Senator GREGG, who 
is a champion of this proposal, for his 
longstanding commitment to this criti-
cally important piece of legislation, 
which was originally championed in 
the Senate by our good friend, Ted 
Kennedy. We ask our Nation’s first re-
sponders to put their lives on the line 
each and every day in our country. 
What they do is more than a job. I 
think most of us appreciate that it is a 
calling. It is a vocation. Throughout 
my career in public service, I have had 
the privilege to meet and work with, as 
I know most of my colleagues have, 
countless first responders—police, fire-
fighters, emergency medical personnel. 
They do exceptional work under the 
most difficult of circumstances, and 
the American public appreciates their 
service more than they do any other 
people in public life. 

In particular, I have come to appre-
ciate the unique and multi-faceted 
challenges faced by firefighters. 

We have all felt our chests tighten 
and our pulses quicken with anxiety at 
the sound of a fire engine screaming 
through town. 

We have seen the determination on 
the faces of the people on those rigs. 
For them, all the commotion is just 
another day at the office. 

When the unthinkable happens—a 
devastating hurricane, industrial acci-
dent, terrorist attack, or three-alarm 
fire—these brave men and women are 
the first on the scene, hurtling into 
danger, to save lives. 

Just this past year firefighters in my 
home State of Connecticut have been 
faced with many serious challenges— 
and have met them every time. 

In February, when a massive natural 
gas explosion at a power plant under 
construction in Middletown, CT, killed 
six people and injured more than two 
dozen others, firefighters from eight 
surrounding towns rushed to the scene. 

They remained for hours and days 
afterwards, searching for victims and 
working to ensure that all the plant 
workers were accounted for. 

When massive flooding hit several 
parts of my State, local firefighters 
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